
Reaching Out to Pets  
in Cape Town,  
South Africa

FAST FACTS  IFAW’s Mdzananda animal 
clinic provides the only permanent animal welfare 
for Khayelitsha, a township just outside Cape Town, 
South Africa.

 Every year the clinic gives around 13,800 animals 
essential veterinary treatment.  
 IFAW’s ‘spay-a-thons’ can sterilize up to 100 cats 
and dogs in a single day. 
 IFAW’s well-respected volunteer program attracts 
vets from around the globe, bringing world-class 
skills to the animals that need it most. 

The problem:
Over a million people live in the poverty-stricken 
township of Khayelitsha near Cape Town, South 
Africa. With barely any security, there is a high 
crime rate, and many people keep dogs for pro-
tection. Sadly, although the pets are well loved, 
they face life-threatening dangers every day. 
Their owners can’t afford veterinary care, so 
when animals fall ill or are injured, there is often 
little hope for them. Most animals are malnour-
ished, and because there is little fencing, many 
are hit by cars on the highway nearby. Wild dogs 
roam the streets, and often are killed by hanging 
or poisoning, as the authorities see them as little 
more than pests.

Our solution:
At IFAW, we believe that no animal should suffer 
from an illness or injury that can be easily treated. 
That’s why, when we saw an opportunity to help the 
starving, diseased animals of Khayelitsha, we started 

How you can help:
GET INVOLVED  Persuade everyone you know 
who has a pet to have it spayed or neutered.

Adopt an animal from a shelter rather than buying one from a 
pet shop or breeder.

DONATE  Your gift will help our mobile clinics carry 
on delivering vet care to dogs and cats who need it most.  
To donate, go to www.ifaw.org/donate or call us on  
1-800-932-4329.

offering veterinary care straight away, operating from 
a single shipping container with no running water 
or electricity. Since then, our project has grown to 
become a  legally registered animal clinic, occupying 
six shipping containers with full utilities and 
supported by a team of volunteers. 
When a pet is ill or in dire need of veterinary care, its 
owner can’t always make it to the clinic. That’s why 
our mobile clinics visit the outlying communities, 
providing essential services like de-worming, 
vaccination and anti-parasitic solutions. Animals are 
often suffering and in extreme pain through diseases 
that are relatively easy to treat, and our mobile clinics 
provide a lifeline for them and their owners. 
We also go from door to door, educating people 
about how best to look after their pets, and offering 
free spaying and neutering in 
order to reduce the number 
of unwanted strays. When 
our teams find animals that 
could be sterilized, or animals 
suffering from horrific injuries 
from a hit and run accident, 
they take them back to the 
clinic for life-saving treatment. 
They then nurse the cats and 
dogs back to health, and return 
them to their owners or find 
them a new home. 
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